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Message
from the
Principal
Ideally situated on a beautiful green campus,
ACG Tauranga is a warm, friendly educational
environment that offers the highest standards
of pastoral care.
We are a school where students feel safe,
supported and encouraged to reach their
full potential and achieve their own personal
success. Our central focus is on ensuring the
highest-quality teaching in the classroom
from teachers who know their students,
love their subjects and are highly skilled in
communicating their knowledge.
We are a leading provider of a world-class,
values-driven, international education in the
Bay of Plenty. The Cambridge Curriculum
offers an internationally recognised
programme that provides the basis for smooth
progression and easy transition between
Primary and Secondary.

Sports, the arts, community service and
adventurous activity are all central to the
balanced programme we offer. Our students
have opportunities to explore, develop and
challenge themselves within a caring and
exciting learning environment. Students who
get involved in school life and all that it has to
offer are the ones who benefit the most and
are most successful.
Something that is always highlighted by
students, parents and teachers alike is the
great sense of community that exists here.
There is a sense of care and belonging and
we are very proud of the diversity of our
community members.
Please visit us and experience ACG Tauranga
first-hand.

– Shawn Hutchinson | Principal

Education at ACG Tauranga means so
much more than the pursuit of top results.
02

Welcome
to ACG
Tauranga
ACG Tauranga offers an academically
focussed education option for Bay of
Plenty families seeking personalised
care and a nurturing environment,
supported by a range of activities,
globally recognised curricula and a
values-driven education.
On our large, landscaped campus, we combine quality
education with strong family values. We are an expanding
Primary School and College, with a Preschool scheduled to
open in 2018, and Year 13 on offer from 2019.

Exceptional learning
ACG Tauranga is the only school in the region offering the
Cambridge curriculum from primary through to secondary,
with dedicated and passionate teachers who provide
individualised care to all students.
From academic subjects through to the arts, each programme
is designed to encourage individual growth and promote a
lifelong love of learning.

Student centric
Our students are at the heart of everything we do. We
value individuals and celebrate their unique strengths. This
personalised, holistic approach to learning inspires students
to strive for excellence, and be the very best they can be, both
inside and outside the classroom.

Whole-person education
We offer modern facilities and a supportive learning
environment, where students are nurtured, challenged and
extended. Our sports and health programmes enrich learning,
and artistic and musical talents are fostered through a diverse
range of special interest groups and co-curricular clubs.

Five schools - a united approach
ACG Schools offer world-class education at five independent
schools across New Zealand. Our ambition is for every one of
our students to unleash their potential. Through outstanding
individual care, we create grounded, critical-thinking students
who go on to fulfil their potential in life.
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Our
campus
On its large, landscaped campus in Pyes
Pa, ACG Tauranga offers outstanding
facilities and an exceptional environment
for learning and growth.
Our campus is purpose-built to the
highest standards, and poised for future
growth. Our spacious classrooms provide
an engaging learning environment for
students, and our facilities include science
laboratories, administrative areas and a
large multipurpose space with adjoining
play areas.
Sports complex
A brand new three-level sports complex takes pride of
place at the heart of the campus overlooking the sports
fields, and is equipped for a wide range of sports, including
badminton, basketball, netball, volleyball, and indoor soccer.
There is also a full-sized soccer pitch and rugby field. The
Sports Complex has viewing areas for up to 500 spectators.

Preschool
One of the exciting future developments at ACG Tauranga
is an on-site preschool to accommodate up to 70 children
from infants to under-5s. The Preschool is scheduled to
open in early 2018.
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Our vision
& values
Our exceptional learning community
inspires and empowers students to
strive for excellence in all that they do.
Core values
• Excellence
• Integrity
• Respect
• Courage

Our Mission
To care for our students, and educate them in line with
our core values; to encourage them to achieve their very
best; and to help them take the next step in their lives with
confidence, responsibility and compassion.

Our Vision
Students who are passionate about learning, and a faculty
who is willing to go the extra mile, together create an
exceptional learning community.
We are a leading provider of a world-class, valuesdriven international education in the Bay of Plenty. We
have a reputation for excellence, with an emphasis on
outstanding teaching, academic achievement, service to
others, innovation, and integrity.
Our values influence our students’ actions and attitudes
and become a framework for the way in which they
behave and interact. Through these values, our students
develop a sense of self and are empowered to take
responsibility for their own learning.
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Care &
wellbeing
ACG Tauranga students are encouraged
to develop empathy, compassion and
respect for others; to think about the
world around them, and to care about
their community and environment.
Tutor programme
Our unique Tutor System allocates a tutor to every
student for mentoring, coaching and ongoing support
throughout the year. Coaching is carried out in groups
and on a one-to-one basis, and successfully contributes to
lifting student achievement.

Parent communication
Parent/teacher conferences are an excellent way for
parents to gain an overview of their child’s academic and
social progress. Parents can contact the school at any
time to arrange a meeting.

House system
Leadership opportunities, a supportive school culture,
and a sense of belonging are just some of the positives
of the House system at ACG Tauranga. Each house has a
mix of year groups – a ‘vertical’ system that encourages
interaction between year levels and strengthens the
school’s sense of family. Siblings are kept together,
creating a ‘family within a family’.

Transition programme
Our transition programme aims to help our new students
transition to the school. Tutors assign each new student a
buddy or buddies to guide them through the early stages
of their school experience, helping them to adjust to the
culture and processes of the school and ensuring they feel
supported and welcome.
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What is
Cambridge?
Cambridge programmes prepare
students for life – helping them to
develop an informed curiosity and
lasting passion for learning.

Digital
learning
The technology used at ACG Tauranga
allows students to go beyond the
classroom and explore the world in a
highly interactive and dynamic way.

A global curriculum

Cambridge vs NCEA

With a strong focus on external examinations, the
Cambridge programme provides an internationally
recognised framework with clear, measurable
teaching structures and learning objectives. Taught
from primary level, the Cambridge curriculum
culminates in IGCSE, AS and A levels in Years 11–13.

NCEA is a curriculum built around internal
assessments that take place throughout the
academic year. Students are graded in broad bands
(Achieved, Merit, Excellence). Because of the heavy
assessment schedule, teachers may spend a lot of
time preparing, delivering, moderating, and marking
assessments.

Keeping abreast of change and innovative
educational trends is what sets ACG Tauranga
apart. By offering the Cambridge curriculum, we
provide an education of the highest calibre, delivered
by passionate teachers who are specialists in their
subject fields. High-achieving students are extended
through accelerated learning, while our academic
and co-curricular programmes provide all students
with enriching experiences and opportunities.

We believe the Cambridge curriculum allows our
teachers to use classroom time more effectively.
Cambridge is externally examined, with an endof-year examination, allowing teachers to spend
more time teaching students and less marking
assessments. Unlike NCEA, assessments are marked
as a percentage, with an overall grade from A* to G,
which gives students and parents a clear indication
of how they’re performing.

eLearning and BYOD
We strive to equip students with the 21st century skills
they’ll need to be competitive in our changing technological
landscape. We have an excellent BYOD (Bring Your Own
Device) environment that supports and drives student
learning experiences. All students from Years 1–6 have an iPad
that can be used in and outside the classroom, while students
from Years 7 onwards use their own laptop.

myACG
Our specialised online portal – myACG – is designed for
students and their families as a convenient way to stay
informed about school events and track progress. You can
view academic reports, check timetables and find contact
details for staff.
Using a unique login and password, the portal can also be
used to book teacher interviews, buy textbooks and view the
latest school communications, newsletters and notices.
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Primary School | Years 1–6

Personalised
learning &
support
Our Primary School students enjoy
personalised attention and care from
experienced teachers and modern
facilities including spacious classrooms
and specialist teaching areas (Science,
Music and Physical Education). The
Primary School curriculum focusses
on the total growth of the developing
child encompassing social, physical,
emotional and cultural needs in addition
to academic development.

Primary Programme
In Years 1–6, students are taught the Cambridge
curriculum, learning about the environment around
them, people near and far, and their responsibility
to the community and the global world in which
they live. Literacy, Numeracy and Science are the
primary subject areas of focus. They also learn
about themselves and are encouraged to develop
good habits for later study. From an early age, we
teach students to use technology with confidence.

Core subjects
English
Humanities
Mathematics
Visual Arts
Drama
Physical Education/Health

Specialist teaching
Science (Years 3–6)
Music
Spanish (Years 5–6)
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Years 7–10

Learning how to learn

College | Years 7–13

The middle years build on the
learning that takes place in
the primary years and prepare
students for the challenges that lie
ahead in Senior School.

approaches to learning skills
through the Thinking Skills course,
and are guided through goal
setting and reflection processes.

Students are taught the
Cambridge curriculum by specialist
teachers and have the chance to
use specialist learning facilities.
Students undertake a foundation
course of study, develop

The middle school years form an important
part of a student’s academic development.
Work covered previously requires consolidation,
while new subject areas need development.
There’s a strong focus on English, Mathematics
and Science, and a broad-based programme
ensures students develop diverse skills that
will enable them to take a range of subjects at
senior levels.

Academic curriculum

Years 11–13

A balanced & challenging curriculum
Our aim is to prepare students for
further study in universities in New
Zealand and around the world and
for their future life.
Senior School provides an
environment where students
receive direction whilst being given
opportunities for independence
both through their studies and in
their contributions to the school
and the wider community.
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Academic curriculum
Students in Years 11–13 study an academic
course based on the Cambridge International
Examination system. IGCSE, AS and A Levels
are seen as part of a single qualification
system, so courses at Years 12 and 13 are likely
to contain a mixture of qualification levels.
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Years 11–13 subjects
IGCSE Level subjects
Compulsory
English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Art and Design

Business Studies

Economics*

Biology

Computer Science**

Geography

Chemistry

Spanish*

History*

Physics

Physical Education*

Music*

Optional (choose three)

AS Level subjects
Compulsory
English Language or English Literature
Optional (choose three)
Art and Design

Computer Science*

Economics*

Biology

Mathematics

Geography*

Chemistry

Spanish*

History*

Physics

Physical Education*

Music*

A & D***: Graphic Design

Computer Science

History

A & D: Painting

Drama (AS only)

Mathematics

A & D: Photography

Economics

Music

Biology

English Language

Physical Education

Business Studies

A Level
Optional (choose three or four)

Years 7–10 subjects
English

Spanish

Physical Education/Health

Business Studies

English Literature

Physics

Mathematics

Humanities

Thinking Skills

Chemistry

Geography

Spanish

Science

Music/Visual Art/Drama

Plus IGCSE subjects for students who meet the entry criteria

* Subject to numbers
** This course may be offered by distance education or as an online option
*** Art & Design
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Arts &
activities
Co-curricular clubs and activities play
a huge part in student life at ACG
Tauranga. We encourage participation
and work hard to ensure every student
finds something to inspire them.
We offer a diverse programme of activities, and cater for a
wide range of interests – from art, music and languages to
creative pursuits such as craft and film making. Just some of
the activities available are:

Yearbook club
This club meets weekly to work on the school yearbook,
planning and collating material, proofreading and shaping the
outcome of the magazine. Students can write articles, take
photographs or explore design and layout options.

Movie making
This club explores movie making, experiments with editing
techniques and creates movies using iMovie on iPads.

School production
Students have the opportunity to participate in an annual
school production and can audition for acting roles and register
for backstage and production roles. The 2017 school production
was A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

School camp
Every year we hold a school camp. This is an excellent
opportunity for students to get outside, take part in new
activities and challenge themselves. Our camps have a family
feel, with older students modelling leadership to the younger
students and the younger ones demonstrating other strengths,
such as courage and fearlessness!

Instrumental Music Programme
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Violin

Guitar

Drums

Vocals/Singing

Piano
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Sports
PE, health and sport is an integral part
of personal development. Participation
– at any level – builds confidence, fosters
teamwork and cultivates school spirit,
while skills such as commitment and
persistence prove invaluable.
All students are encouraged to participate in sport. At primary
level, they develop fundamental skills in a fun, yet challenging
environment, before moving onto lower secondary and senior
school where they may have the opportunity to represent
the school in their chosen field. Swimming is an integral part
of our Physical Education and Health programme, and our
students attend the nearby Liz Van Welie Swim School.
A brand new three-level sports complex takes pride of place
at the heart of the campus overlooking the sports fields. It is
equipped for a wide range of sports and includes a gym and
basketball court with viewing areas for up to 500 spectators.
Primary Sports
Badminton

Hockey

Basketball

Netball

Cricket

Swimming

Futsal

Tennis

College Sports
Badminton

Running club

Basketball

Softball

Cricket

Swimming

Futsal

Synchronised swimming

Hockey

Tennis

Netball

Volleyball

Rippa Rugby

Water polo

ACG Tauranga partners with community organisations and
facilities to offer a range of sporting opportunities.
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Our
community
Our vibrant school community includes
ACG Tauranga families, staff and our
growing local community.
Building links
Our community networks extend far and wide, and we are
constantly reaching out to forge new connections.
We are proud to support ANZAC Day, AIMS, SPCA and
World Vision events, to name a few. We are a partner of
Priority One and actively engage with In-step, Tauranga
Art Gallery, and local councils. ACG Tauranga is also a
proud supporter of the Tauranga Arts Festival.

Becoming a local choice
Our local area is growing and evolving, and an increasing
number of families see ACG Tauranga as a school where
their children can learn safely and develop their full
potential. We look forward to generations of local families
returning to our school.

Making a positive difference
By serving our communities, we can make a real difference
to the lives of others. As a school, we take this seriously,
and teach all our students the importance of contributing
meaningfully to society to help them become confident,
self-aware, global citizens. We aim to instil strong values
from day one, so that when our students leave our
classrooms they will continue to make a positive difference.
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Transport
Waihi

Ensuring students get to school safely
and quickly is a top priority and we
provide a well-priced bus service for the
Bay of Plenty region. If your location isn’t
covered, please contact us – new routes
are always being considered.

Katikati

Papamoa
ACG Tauranga

Things you
need to know
Textbooks
Students are required to purchase all specified
textbooks.

Stationery
Students are required to purchase their own
stationery. A list of items required is supplied
each year.

Devices
All students from Years 1–6 require an iPad while
students from Years 7 onwards require a laptop.

Examination fees
Students must pay external examination fees
where applicable.

Te Puke

Matamata

Uniforms
All students are required to wear a uniform. This
is designed to be practical and is manufactured
from high-quality materials. All uniform items,
including school shoes and bags, may be
purchased through the school uniform shop.

Tirau

Staff
Enthusiastic teachers are the key to a successful
school education. ACG Tauranga employs
experienced and specialist teachers. It rewards
top performers. It seeks to retain capable and
committed teachers. Appraisal and development
programmes for staff are in place.

Rotorua

Key
25

Bus route
State highway
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How to enrol
Apply
Applications can be made online. Please visit apply.acgedu.com on your
desktop or mobile device to begin. Alternatively, you can fill out our paper
form and return it to the School. We welcome applications at any time, but do
encourage applying early to ensure space is available. Applications for a midyear start are also welcome.

Interview
We will invite you and your child to an interview with the school principal. This
provides an opportunity for us to assess your child’s needs, ensure the school
is the right fit for them and answer any questions you may have. Interviews
typically take 30 minutes.

Term dates
See tauranga.acgedu.com for up-to-date information.

Note: You will need to bring a copy of your child’s:
- Passport or birth certiﬁcate
- PAT or any standardised testing results
- Latest school report

Offer
We assess your application, taking into account the student’s willingness
to extend themselves, their openness to new ideas, and their ability to cope
with the work required. Students require a level of fluency and competency
in English which allows them to understand classroom instruction easily and
to express themselves confidently in both oral and written situations. ESOL
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) teaching and support is available
for students whose first language is not English.

Scholarships
Partial fees scholarships are available. Awarded to new
students in Years 7 to 13, the criteria for these awards is
based on academic achievement, although consideration is
also given to achievement in sport and the arts.

We will notify you of the result of your application within seven days of your
interview.

Acceptance
If a place is offered, please confirm your acceptance in writing and pay the
acceptance fee. Then mark your child’s start date on your calendar and start
counting down the days! Welcoming new students is a highlight of the ACG
Tauranga school year.
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Contact us
We’d love to hear from you.
If you are interested in enrolling with
us, we encourage you to visit our
school in person. There is no better
way for us to show you what makes
ACG Tauranga an inspirational school.
Address
6 Keenan Road, Pyes Pa
Tauranga 3173, New Zealand

Phone
0800 222 355

Online
acgtauranga@acgedu.com
tauranga.acgedu.com

Social
/acgtauranga
@acgtauranga

Visit us
Guided Tours
See the school in action with a tour from our principal,
every Wednesday during term time at 10am.

Open Day
Meet our students and staff as you explore our school.
You can check upcoming dates on tauranga.acgedu.com

Student for a Day
To see if ACG Tauranga is the right fit for your child, they
can spend a day with us as a student and experience the
school first hand. Contact us to book a place.

Coffee with the Principal
All parents are invited to join our principal coffee sessions
in the morning or afternoon. Dates can be viewed on
tauranga.acgedu.com
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Visit our school

OPEN DAY

GUIDED TOURS

Meet our students and staff
as you explore our school. You
can check upcoming dates on
tauranga.acgedu.com

See the school in action with a
tour, from our principal every
Wednesday during term time at
10am. To register for a tour call
0800 222 355.

COFFEE WITH THE
PRINCIPAL

STUDENT FOR A DAY

All parents are invited to join
our principal coffee sessions in
the morning or afternoon.
Dates can be viewed on
tauranga.acgedu.com

To see if ACG Tauranga is the
right fit for your child, they
can experience a day with
us first-hand as a student.
Book now!

T: 0800 222 355 | +64-7-213 0100 | E: tauranga@acgedu.com
6 Keenan Road, Pyes Pa, Tauranga 3173, New Zealand
tauranga.acgedu.com
Every effort was made to present accurate information in this publication. ACG Tauranga reserves the
right to change information without notice where this is considered necessary or desirable.

